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Send the Kharaj on the receipt of my letter because
Kharaj is nothing but the right due to Muslims."
Ami wrote back; " I received the letter of the Com-
mander of the Faithful blaming me for the lateness
of the Kharaj and pretending that I deviate from
right and the good way. By God! I never spare a
good act as you know; but the landowners prayed me
to wait until the reaping of their harvest; I preferred
to use leniency till their crops were ripe in order not
to oppress them and oblige them to sell what is
indispensable."14
When Muslim conquests were extended, the
expenses of State and Army increased greatly and the
Caliphate felt hardly the need for money. It was
thus contrary to its needs and material interests to
encourage a policy which emptied its coffers and
weakened its income, although this policy might have
helped to spread the religion of the State and increase
the number of Muslims. At the time when the non-
Muslims began to feel deeply their social inferiority
and "preferred to liberate themselves from special laws
by embracing the State religion, the Caliphate began
to feel anxious about its resources. When the deficit
from tribute income reached its zenith, the Caliphate
decided to impose tribute on the Zimmis who embrac^
ed Islam. Al-Hajjaj ibn Yousef, Governor of Iraq,
was the first to execute this resolution. Then the
Caliph Abdul Malik ibn Marwan ordered his brother
Abdul Aziz, Governor of Egypt, to impose it on the
Egyptians who embraced Islam. Some of the officials
of his Diwan (office) objected to this and one of
them said to him : ** It would be a great pity, O Prince,
if you were the first to do this in Egypt. In fact the
Zimmis pay the tribute for their monks, how could
we impose it on those who embrace Islam ? "15 The
Emir then abandoned the project* Omar ibn Abdul
Aziz was, among the Omayyad Caliphs, the most pious
and most fervent for the idea of spreading Islam. He